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A Parent’s Survival Guide: ENGLISH I
Mrs. Carol Keener (AA-3) – keenerc@rcschools.net
Mrs. Kristy Lenard (AA-5) – lenardb@rcschools.net Ms. Brianne Goe (AA-7) goeb@rcschools.net                 Mrs. Kathryn Mallari (AA-1) mallarik@rcschools.net
TOP 5 THINGS PARENTS WISHED THEY KNEW ABOUT ENGLISH I FROM THE START:
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Your child will need to be prepared each day to learn. Please see that your child has the essentials needed to be successful daily. Students will be assigned novels throughout the year and will be responsible for these books. If lost or “stolen,” you or your child will be responsible for replacement costs at that time. Teachers will hand out English I section specific supply lists with items to be purchased by Wednesday, August 15th, 2018.  
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As your English I teachers, we are committed to keeping the lines of communication open, which we feel is critical for the success of high school students. Please take advantage of parent teacher conferences on October 18th and March 21st. We will also be sending home progress reports in addition to the nine week report cards. Your student will also take responsibility in tracking his/her own progress as the year unfolds. Access to the student portal is available for parents and students to check grades and missing assignments. Please contact us with further student concerns. 
[image: image3.wmf]The English I grading system is divided into two categories totaling 100%. The first category is “practice” and is worth 40 %. This “practice” category consists of varying student work such as homework, writing samples, warm-ups, journaling, class-work, sample items, and introductory lessons. The second “assessment” category is worth 60 % and will consist of all other assignments that help assess the mastery of the skills learned in the “practice” category. All English I students will be expected to complete and turn in all written assignments, projects and all other coursework assigned. There are various opportunities for practice and assessment, so extra credit assignments, as stated in our English I policies, are unavailable.  
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Literacy is the foundation of achievement for high school students. Every day we will begin our English classes with a few moments of Independent Silent Sustained Reading. This will be designated for reading only.  Please have your student bring a book of his/her choice from home, the public library, or the OHS library to read at the beginning of each English I class period. 
[image: image5.wmf]English I is a TNReady class, which means your child will be taking a state mandated written and standardized test. This is a comprehensive test that will assess your student’s mastery of the TNReady English I Standards and will be administered during the 4th quarter.  We will be following the state standards and doing our best to prepare your child for this very important test. Additionally, we believe students should begin preparing for the ACT exam early, and we will implement ACT practice throughout the year. Each point increase on ACT scores opens more opportunity for scholarships and grants. Please help your child understand how imperative it is to prepare for these tests by attending school daily and being prepared to learn. 
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