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Romeo and Juliet Essay: Literary Criticism 
Final Draft DUE DECEMBER 20, 2018 

 

Anytime we read a work of literature, we are able to read that work through a variety of lenses and focus on different 

details or meanings in that work depending on the “lens” we use. For example, sometimes we read through a lens that 

allows us to ignore the hidden meanings of a text and focus on the enjoyment that reading this text gives us. Other times, 

we might read through a historical lens, thinking about when a text was written and what it might have been saying about 

the historical period and society of the author. We might also read through a gender lens, focusing on the differences 

between male and female characters and seeing if issues of gender equality/inequality appear as we read. 

 

As we read, analyze, and discuss Romeo and Juliet, you will gather evidence from the play, supplemental 

articles and short stories, videos from class, and outside sources to support your writing of a full essay. 

You may select from any of the follow topics for your essay: 
 **If you have an alternative topic in mind, email Mrs. Mallari for approval 
 

Psychological Lens: Reading a text for patterns in human behavior.   

1. Analyze psychoanalytic theory (nature) in the play: read the play through the lense of psychology, 

analyzing all details of the play that prove psychoanalysis is what drives the plot. Pay close attention to the 

actions that make you question, “Why would they think/do that?”. Compare these actions to modern day 

society.  

2. Analyze behaviorism and the various parenting styles (nurture) exhibited throughout the play: read the 

play through the lense of psychology, analyzing all details of the play that prove behaviorism is what drives the 

plot. Pay close attention to the actions that make you question, “Why would they think/do that?”. Compare 

these actions to modern day society. 

 

Gender Lens: Reading a text for its gender related issues or attitudes towards gender.  The assumption here is 

that men and women are different:  they write differently, read differently, and write about their reading 

differently.  These differences should be valued. 

3. Analyze gender roles in Romeo and Juliet: read the play through the lense of a gender, analyzing all details 

that exhibit gender roles and norms. Compare the play’s dipiction of gender roles with that of today’s society, 

paying close attention to the historical differences. Consider the gender of the author and the characters:  what 

role does gender play in the text? Observe how gender stereotypes might be reinforced or undermined.  Try to 

see how the play reflects or distorts the place men or women have in society. Imagine reading the text from the 

point of view of someone from the opposite gender. 

 

New Criticism Lens: Reading a text for the unity and complexity of its form. The focus is on the text itself.  

4. Analyze the writing of the play: read the play through a writer’s point of view, analyzing the specific 

structure, skill, and literary purpose. What types of symbolism are in the text? What themes recur throughout the 

text? Were the plot and subplots believable? Where could the story go from here? What did you think of the 

ending? What is the great strength -- or most noticeable weakness – of the text? Does the story fit an archetype?  

(i.e. romance, tragedy, comedy, satire, irony). How do those “types” manifest themselves? 

Spiritual Lens: Reading a text for its spiritual and faith related issues. 

5. Analyze the allusions and faith related structures in the play: read the play to analyze the specific 

elements of faith. Should these elements be included in the play? Analyze the text for its issues as they relate to 

one’s faith in a higher being. Compare aspects of the text as they relate to religious writings/scriptures. If one 

believes in a higher being or creator, how does that creator speak to the reader  

through the text? What does the text say about various world religions? What does the text say about faith?  

Grace?  Love?  Forgiveness?  Hope? 
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• Typed: 12 point Times New Roman, Normal Margins (1” on all sides), double spaced. 

• Title page: First page of the essay, double spaced. Follows example below: 

 

Title of essay 

Your name 

Due Date 

Title of play/text read 

Author of play/text read 

Oakland High School 

Mrs. Kathryn Mallari  

 

• All evidence cited in text with MLA with a Citations page. Minimum of four reliable sources required. The play 

is your main source. You will need at least three additional sources. Reference Purdue Owl for help with citations.  

• Essay: Includes introduction, 5 or more body, and a conclusion paragraph.  

-Introduction Paragraph: Provides reader with overview of essay and a well-developed, specific thesis 

statement.  

-Body Paragraphs: Each contains a claim, evidence from a source, details both explaining the evidence and 

adding to your reader’s knowledge, and conclusion. One must be a counter claim that introduces and disproves an 

opposing claim with evidence and details.  

-Conclusion Paragraph: Reviews what essay discussed and proved. Restates thesis. 

 

 


